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	PQF Update – May 2010

	The Vocational Qualifications

The two vocational qualifications which will replace the current NVQs have now been formalised by City & Guilds and approved assessment centres can start registering candidates. It is mandatory for all PSOs appointed after 1st April 2010 to undertake the Level 3 qualification within 12 months of their appointment.
The vocational qualifications are:

· Diploma in Probation Practice Level 3

· Diploma in Probation Practice Level 5

http://www.cityandguilds.com
	The Academic Qualifications

· Foundation Degree

· BA Honours Degree in Community Justice
· Graduate Diploma in Community Justice
These were approved by the Validation Panel at Sheffield Hallam University on 13th May. Sheffield Hallam will be delivering these qualifications in partnership with Manchester Metropolitan University and a development programme will be held over the summer period to prepare tutors, assessors & practice supervisors for the delivery of these qualifications.

	Recruitment & Selection of Learner Practitioners

The selection of staff to undertake the new Probation Officer qualifications will take place over June and July. The advert has now gone out and the closing date for applications is 18th June. Briefing days to prepare potential applicants for the selection process will take place on:

· 25th May at Manchester Metropolitan University

· 1st June at Lancaster University

For further information and FAQs please visit either your Trust website or the NWC website at:

http://www.probation-northwest.co.uk
	

	
	Regulatory Framework

Full details of the qualifications, Regulatory Framework and VQ Code of Practice can be found at the North West Consortium website:
http://www.probation-northwest.co.uk

	
	Key Dates

· Assessment Centre Part 1

The written exercise and group discussions will be held on 1st, 2nd, 5th, and 6th July at university venues in Manchester, Liverpool and Preston.
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