Park life is just the job for offenders as the Mayor drops by to say thanks
A team of offenders have been thanked personally by the Mayor of Warrington for helping to making a local beauty spot feel safer for the people who use it.
Overhanging branches and clumps of dense undergrowth made parts of the town’s Woolston Park feel dark and intimidating.

Now a Community Payback team, under the supervision of Cheshire Probation, has jumped into action to solve the problem.

The team’s help was sought by the Mayor, Cllr John Joyce, who asked them to do the job as one of their Mayoral Projects.

The offenders taking part have all been sentenced by the courts to do the work free of charge to pay back for their crimes.

Wearing brightly coloured orange jackets, the projects they undertake are always designed to be beneficial to the community.

Cllr Joyce visited to the park to check on progress and thank the offenders for their efforts.

He said: “I like to see people who are putting something back into the community who have, for whatever reason, fallen on the wrong side of the law.

“I think doing this type of work helps them reflect on their behaviour and this is a payback that you can see.

“Both the outlook and the safety aspect of the park have been improved and we congratulate the Community Payback team for doing it.

“Much of the work they are doing here is hard, physical graft and they are getting stuck into it.

“With a scheme like this, everyone’s a winner and the community certainly benefits while the members of the Community Payback team can feel satisfaction that they are paying back.”

Equally delighted was Angus Lord, the Area Streetscene Manager with Warrington Borough Council.

He said: “In Woolston Park, the probation service have provided free labour and Streetscene staff have been involved in follow-up work like chemical treatment of cut tree stumps.

“They have removed trees and shrubs which were oppressive and made people feel intimidated when they were walking past.
“The probation service have thinned out and removed some of these areas which were causing a potential problem and making walkers feel less safe.

“What we’re trying to do is open up these areas and let the light in so that nobody feels somebody is going to jump out at them.

“The intention is to leave some of the mature trees and return the ground underneath them to mown grass.”
Community Payback Supervisor Theresa Howard is proud of the dedication shown by the team.

She said: “We have been edging the paths back, cutting overhanging branches, clearing the copses of tree and litter-picking so we can keep the place clean and tidy for the public.

“The work that we do is in the in the public eye and we get lots of really positive comments from the people who use the park.

“They get to know the Community Payback team and say hello when they are walking past.

“The public are really appreciative of what we are doing which is reflected in the attitudes of the offenders because they are getting positive feed. People appreciate being appreciated.”
That was certainly the case for Community Payback team member Paul, 32, who lives in Warrington.

He added: It’s nice to be able to pay back your debt and see the results of your efforts at the same time. It’s an opportunity to do something for the community.

“The park looks a lot better than when we first came here and it’s very gratifying to know that our efforts are being appreciated by local people.”

